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Kaufman Music Center
presents

What Makes It Great?®

Beethoven, the Pandemic & the Power of Connection
The Kreutzer Sonata

Rob Kapilow, commentator and conductor
Duo Prism: Jesse Mills, violon and Rieko Aizawa, piano

	 Music Examples: Discussion and Demonstration

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN	  Violin Sonata No. 9 in A major, Op. 47
(1770-1827)	 “Kreutzer” (1802-04)
	 I.   Adagio sostenuto — Presto
    	 II. Andante con variazioni
  	 III. Finale. Presto	 	

	 Join the conversation at a live post-concert Q&A 
	 with Rob Kapilow

KaufmanMusicCenter.org/MH | 212 501 3330
Steinway is the official piano of Merkin Hall

All 2020-21 Kaufman Music Center performances are online, filmed in safe, socially distanced 
locations observing health and safety protocols, and streamed to the safety of your home.



About the Host

For over 30 years, Rob Kapilow has brought the joy and wonder of classical music – and unraveled 
some of its mysteries – to audiences of all ages and backgrounds. Characterized by his unique ability 
to create an “aha” moment for his audiences and collaborators, whatever their level of musical 
sophistication or naiveté, Kapilow’s work brings music into people’s lives: opening new ears to musical 
experiences and helping people to listen actively rather than just hear.

Kapilow’s range of activities is astonishingly broad, including his What Makes It Great?®presentations 
(now for over 20 seasons in New York and Boston), his family compositions and Family Musik® events, 
his Citypieces, corporate programs, and residencies with institutions as diverse as the National Gallery 
of Canada and Stanford University. The reach of his interactive events and activities is wide, from 
Native American tribal communities in Montana and inner-city high school students in Louisiana to 
audiences in Kyoto and Kuala Lumpur, and from tots barely out of diapers to musicologists in Ivy 
League programs.

As the music world largely shifted to the virtual arena this summer, Mr. Kapilow recorded a new, three-
part, socially-distanced series of What Makes it Great? programs entitled “Beethoven, the Pandemic 
and the Power of Connection”  filmed in New York City’s Merkin Hall with Kaufman Music Center.  He 
created Livestream programs for the Caramoor Festival as well as Stanford Live, and taught a 7-week 
online course, “Inside the Great American Songbook from Gershwin to Sondheim” for the Thurnauer 
School of Music of the Kaplan JCC of the Palisades, and worked with related themes in a unique, 
virtual corporate program on listening for CEOs in Istanbul and Dubai.

A summer highlight was a collaboration with the innovative dance group Pilobolus in which Mr. Kap-
ilow helped curate and perform, as well as compose a new choral work based on a Rumi text, for their 
remarkable, live, car-safari-experience-in-the-woods at their Five Senses Festival in Washington Con-
necticut. In addition to the Rumi choral composition, Mr. Kapilow also worked intensively on his new, 
large-scale choral/orchestral composition, We Came to America, based on immigrant stories, and pre-
viewed parts of the work on a special 2-hour evening on WWFM radio combining demonstrations and 
discussions of the new work along with analyses of music ranging from Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony to 
Harold Arlen’s “Over the Rainbow.”
 
In June, Mr. Kapilow signed a new, two-book contract with Norton/Liveright, and he is currently hard 
at work doing research for both books, the first on the music of the Woodstock Generation.
 
Kapilow has appeared on NBC’s Today Show with Katie Couric; he presented a special What Makes It 
Great?® for broadcast on PBS’s Live From Lincoln Center; and he has written two books published by 
Wiley/Lincoln Center: All You Have To Do Is Listen, which won the PSP Prose Award for Best Book in 
Music and the Performing Arts, and What Makes It Great (2011), the first book of its kind to be especially 
designed for the iPad with embedded musical examples. His new book, Listening for America: Inside the 
Great American Songbook from Gershwin to Sondheim, published by Norton/Liveright is now available. 
 
Rob Kapilow dedicates his summer months to writing and composing new music. He was the first 
composer to be granted the rights to set Dr. Seuss’ words to music, and his Green Eggs and Ham has 
been called “the most successful piece written for families this half century.” A CD featuring Nathan 
Gunn and Isabel Leonard in two more of his popular Family Musik® compositions, Chris van Allsburg’s 
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Polar Express and Dr. Seuss’s Gertrude McFuzz, was released in 2014, and his new piece for the 25th 
anniversary of Ottawa Chamberfest based on Louise Bourgeois’ spider sculpture, “Maman.” received 
its premiere in August of 2019. He is currently working on a large new piece for the JCC based on 
immigrant stories called We Came to America to be premiered in 2021.
 
Kapilow’s career has been marked by numerous major awards and grants. He won First Place in the 
Fontainebleau Casadesus Piano Competition and was the second-place winner of the Antal Dorati 
Conductor’s    Competition  with the Detroit Symphony. He was featured on Chicago Public Radio’s 
Composers In America series, and is a recipient of an Exxon Meet-the-Composer grant and numerous 
ASCAP awards.
 
Kapilow has conducted many of North America’s major orchestras, as well as new works of musical 
theater, ranging from the Tony Award-winning Nine on Broadway to the premiere of Frida for the opening 
of the Brooklyn Academy of Music’s Next Wave Festival, and premieres of works for the American 
Repertory Theater. At the age of 19, Kapilow interrupted his academic work at Yale University to study 
with the legendary Nadia Boulanger. Two years later, after graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Yale, he 
continued his studies at Eastman School of Music. After graduating from Eastman, he returned to Yale, 
where he was an assistant professor for six years at the university. He lives in River Vale, NJ, with his 
wife and three children. 

About the Artists
 
Comprised of pianist Rieko Aizawa and violinist Jesse Mills, Duo Prism is a dynamic ensemble 
committed to the full spectrum of works composed for violin and piano.  The metaphor of a three-sided 
prism represents the perfectly balanced relationship which these two artists together make with the 
composers of the works that they present.  Duo Prism won 1st Prize at the Gaetano Zinetti International 
Chamber Music Competition in Verona, Italy, in 2006.  Since then they have established themselves 
as a force in the chamber music world.  They are also founding members of the Horszowski Trio and 
Artistic directors of the Alpenglow Chamber Music Festival.
 
Both Aizawa and Mills are graduates of The Juilliard School.  Rieko Aizawa, a native of Japan, also 
studied at the Curtis Institute in Philadelphia, where she was the last pupil of Mieczyslaw Horszowski.  
On the recommendation of the pianist Mitsuko Uchida, she began her career with a US debut at the 
age of fourteen at the Carnegie Hall and at the Kennedy Center with the New York String Orchestra 
conducted by Alexander Schneider.  Praised by the New York Times for an “impressive musicality, a 
crisp touch and expressive phrasing,” Aizawa has performed throughout the US, Canada and Europe, 
including New York City’s Lincoln Center, Boston’s Symphony Hall, Chicago’s Orchestra Hall, Vienna’s 
Konzerthaus, and Wigmore Hall in London.
 
Since his concerto debut at the Ravinia Festival in 2004, two-time Grammy-nominated violinist Jesse 
Mills has established a unique career, performing music from classical to contemporary, as well as 
composed and improvised music of his own invention.  Mills earned two Grammy nominations for his 
work on several discs of Arnold Schoenberg’s music, released by NAXOS.  The Washington Post claimed, 
“Mills played [Messiaen] as if he’d just received it from some distant, vast and magnificent reach of the 
cosmos.”  As a composer and arranger, Mills has been commissioned by venues including Columbia 
University’s Miller Theater, the Chamber Music Northwest festival in Portland, OR and Bargemusic in NYC.  
 
Aizawa and Mills are on the faculty at Brooklyn College and at Longy School of Music of Bard College.
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See a Concert. Take a Class. Connect through Music.
Founded in 1952 as a community music school, today’s Kaufman Music Center is home to Merkin 
Hall; Lucy Moses School, New York’s largest community arts school; Special Music School, New 
York’s only K-12 public school that teaches music as a core subject; and the acclaimed youth new 
music ensemble Face the Music.

Executive Director 
Kate Sheeran

Board of Trustees
Rosalind Devon, Chairman
Cathy White O’Rourke, President
Leonard Goodman, Honorary Chair
Elaine Kaufman, Honorary Chair
Charles Dimston, Vice President
Phyllis Feder, Vice President
Bethany Millard, Vice President
Irving Sitnick, Vice President
Christina M. Mason, Treasurer
Wendy Mosler, Secretary

Joel Beckerman
Joshua Bell
Justin Berrie
Damian Cavaleri
Danielle Dimston
Sir James Galway
Kara Hammond
David Krieger
Solange Landau
Dennis Lee
Solomon Merkin
Marjorie Penrod
Sal Piscopo
Shahriar Rafimayeri
Jessica Rothstein
William A. Schwartz
Orli Shaham
Jonathan Sulds
Kara Unterberg
Patricia Weinbach

Executive Director Emeritus,
Founder, Kaufman Music Center
Lydia Kontos

Founding Director,
The Hebrew Arts School (1951-1985)
Dr. Tzipora H. Jochsberger

Administration
Brooke Bryant, Director of Development 
John Glover, Director of Artistic Planning
Sean Hartley, Director, Theater@Kaufman
Kathy Hubbard, Chief Administrative Officer
John Johansen, Director, Marketing and Communications
Igal Kesselman, Director, Lucy Moses School
   and Music Director, Special Music School
Leslie Lehman, Director of Facilities

Merkin Hall Staff
David Bridges, Booking Manager
Ben Young, Production Manager

Kelsy Hillesheim, Box Office Manager
Margaret Evans, Program Coordinator
Jenny Liao, Head House Manager

Chantal Emond Bourhis, Yannick Lewis, Xing Liao, 
Rocco Luongo, Kathleen Raab, House Managers

Michael Boyas, Shammah Campbell, Jorge Civico, 
Jacqueline Da Silva, Christian Gohler, Arcinello Jocson, 
Ken Ossip, Matthew Palmer, Jordan Peters, 
Tom Thornton, Rosemarie Urbanek, Ushers

Stephanie Armitage, Emily Ballou, Ann Barkin, 
Kelly Faustel, Sam Gordon, Amira Mustapha, Ariel Osborne, 
Carly Osnow-Levin, Rachel Rakov, Harry Rawlings, 
Eleanor Smith, Ted Sterns, Antoine Thrower, Leon Virgo, 
Katherine Yip, Stage Managers

Kurtis Bradley, Richie Clark, Jeremiah Eigenmann, 
Ken Feldman, David Hurtgen, Gil Shuster, 
Sound Engineers

Damon Whittemore, Recording Studio Manager 

Richard Kwan, Bill Moss, Noriko Okabe, Recording Engineers

Leadership Council
Etta Brandman
Connie Goodman
David Klafter
Roy Niederhoffer

Artists Council
Tzvi Avni
Alan Menken
Fred Sherry
Arnold Steinhardt
Eugenia Zukerman

Pianos by Steinway and Sons. The house harpsichord was built by Eric Herz in 1985 and donated by Mr. Joseph Wronker.
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Girlie Chang and Michael Vermut
Jane and Joseph Chang
Roger Chen and Eileen Shin
Theodore Cohn
Rebecca Cooper and 
   Michael Waldman
D’Addario Foundation
Claire and Eric Davenport
Susan and Conrad De Jong 
   Fund, Santa Fe Community 	
   Foundation
Manuel De La Nuez
Barbara and Richard Debs
Dana Devon and Neil Sand
Philip Devon Family Foundation
Alice M. Ditson Fund of 
   Columbia University
Gina Dizzia and 
   Daniel Fernandez
Howard D. Dorfman
Ether Advisory Partners, Inc.
Faber Future Foundation
Juan Farias and 
   Meredith Denton
Lidia Feyder
First Manhattan Co.
Bernice G. Fleischer
Judi Sorensen Flom
Joele Frank and 
   Laurence Klurfled
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Richard Gaddes
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Gilbert M. Gastelum
Jeff Gates and Mike Moran
Judy Gettelfinger
Mark and Michelle Graham
Marsha Gray
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Sharon Gurwitz
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Rochelle and David Hirsch
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Sidney Kohl Family Foundation
Lisa J. Kohl and Ricardo Hornos

KAUFMAN MUSIC CENTER ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS 
Kaufman Music Center is grateful to the following supporters, who have provided leadership gifts of $1,000 or 
more to the annual fund between September 1, 2019 and August 31, 2020. Their generous contributions play 
a critical role in advancing the Center’s mission to stimulate appreciation of and participation in music through 
music performance and education.

Cowen Charitable Lead Unitrust
Credit Suisse
The Barbara Bell Cumming 
   Charitable Trust
George Dennis
Charles Dimston and 
   Elena Asribekova
Danielle Dimston
The Ferriday Fund
Anna and Mark Gurevich
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Tom and Ann Johnson
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Jennifer and Tim Kingston
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Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation
Kara Unterberg
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$5,000-$9,999
Joshua Bell
Capital Counsel LLC
Joyce Cowin
The Gladys Krieble Delmas 	
   Foundation
Franklin Philanthropic Foundation
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
The Libby Holman Foundation
Sir James and Lady Jeanne Galway

$50,000 and Above
Anonymous (2)
The Edwin Caplin Foundation and    	
   Mr. Chretien Risley, Trustee
Sally Cummins
Phyllis and Sam Feder
E.H.A. Foundation, Inc.
Jerome L. Greene Foundation
Howard Gilman Foundation
Elaine and Henry Kaufman
Bethany and Robert B. Millard
Henry and Lucy Moses Fund, Inc.
New York City Department of 
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   the City Council
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   Community Trust
National Endowment for the Arts
Cathy White O’Rourke
The Morris and Alma Schapiro Fund
William A. and Janet Schwartz
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Assurant Foundation
Augustine Foundation
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Man Made Music
The Mystery Lady of Santa Fe
Estate of Blanche Shapiro
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PwC Charitable Foundation, Inc.
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$10,000 to $24,999
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Arts and Letters Foundation, Inc.
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The ASCAP Foundation
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Frank & Lydia Bergen Foundation
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   Foundation, Inc.
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Joyce Elsa Goodman
Peter Gottsegen
Estelle Greco
Judith and Robert Hall
Boyan Jovanovic
Nikki Daniels Kready and 
   Jeff Kready
Sarah and Martin Leibowitz
Ann and Michael Loeb
Katherine Schlatter and 
   Joseph Mauro
Maverick Capital Foundation
Media The Foundation, Inc.
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BMI Foundation
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Catharine Chang and Hooni Kim
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$1,000-$4,999 continued 
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Clare and Howard McMorris
Terence Meehan
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Barbara Rellstab
The Rodgers and Hammerstein 	
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Janet Schlatter
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Donna and Steven Schragis
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Virginia and Edward Sermier
Kate Sheeran
Melanie Shorin and 
   Greg S. Feldman
Jennifer Shotwell
Mathieu C. Shrontz
Leo Shull Foundation for the Arts
Irving Sitnick
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The Ted Snowdon Foundation
Sydney and Jon Stern
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc.
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Hadassah Weiner
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Tzipora H. Jochsberger Society 
The Tzipora H. Jochsberger Society was recently renamed in honor of our founder, who passed away at age 96 in late 2017. The 
Society recognizes the following generous supporters, who have included Kaufman Music Center in their estate plans, making 
a difference during their lifetimes and beyond.
Anne Blatt
Helene Blue
Ilse Blumenfeld
Sidney Bresler
Rosalind Devon

Phyllis and Samuel Feder
Emanuel and Ellen Genauer
Estate of Anna Gold
Estelle Greco
Dinah Jacobs

Adele D. Kapp
Carole A. Kemack
Christina M. Mason
Cathy White O’Rourke
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Evelyn Ronell
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Celebration of Our Muse 
Kaufman Music Center gratefully acknowledges the generous supporters who made leadership gifts to our educational 
programs, in honor of the retirement of our longstanding Executive Director, Lydia Kontos. Under Lydia’s leadership, the Center’s 
educational programs grew significantly, making a transformative impact on the young people of New York City.  
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Kaufman Music Center presentations in Merkin Hall are made possible, in part, with institutional support from: Arthur F. & Alice 
E. Adams Charitable Foundation, The Amphion Foundation, Assurant Foundation, Stephen & Mary Birch Foundation, Inc., BMI 
Foundation, The Edward T. Cone Foundation, The Aaron Copland Fund for Music, The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation, 
Alice M. Ditson Fund of Columbia University, Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, The Elroy and 
Terry Krumholz Foundation, Linden Arts Fund for Children, The Frederick Loewe Foundation, Inc., The Lester & Grace Maslow 
Foundation, Tatiana Piankova Foundation, The Rodgers and Hammerstein Foundation, The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels 
Foundation, Inc., Silver Mountain Foundation for the Arts, The Ted Snowdon Foundation, TD Charitable Foundation, and The 
Weininger Foundation, Inc.

Presentations in Merkin Hall are supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs 
in partnership with the City Council, and from the New York City Council through the good offices of Council Member Helen 
Rosenthal. Kaufman Music Center presentations in Merkin Hall are made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with 
the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. Presentations in Merkin Hall are also supported, in 
part, by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts. 


